Be a pa韗� of ex埒�ퟚ�Ȁl餸�e!!!
Joꘀn t阀e muꘀ餸� faꘀȀy!!!
Let’s ha韗�ퟚ� fu!
Dear incoming seventh grader,
Joining the Frost M.S. Band or Orchestra is like joining a large musical family. We have a lot of fun in our classes.
You get to meet every single day for over 50 minutes and become a be㍝�er musician. We have many performance
and ac㍝�vity opportuni㍝�es for you as well.
Performing concerts: This is a fun part of making music!
Our students play around 3 to 4 performances a year, with the op㍝�on to par㍝�cipate in solo and ensemble (you
can play a solo or play a duet with a friend and earn a medal). You can sign up to par㍝�cipate in one of many
honor ensembles (Many of our students have par㍝�cipated in the Bowling Green State University Honors Band
(H.B.), Detroit Symphony Orchestra H.B. / honors strings, Wayne State University Honors ensembles too. We
have fun using technology in the classroom using Ipads, tuners, metronomes, Skyping with other bands and
orchestras, and more.
We have our own Music Wear!
We like to show oﬀ our pride at Frost. We have our own music wear. Every year we pick a new design, and we
have our own Frost band/orchestra T‐shirts, Hoodies, Car/Case s㍝�ckers, and instrument case tags. It is awesome
to see tons of students walking the halls in our Frost music wear.
Travel opportunities and fun outings:
Our students get to perform for district fes㍝�val every year at a nearby school district and can earn medals, take a
trip to Cedar Point and compete at Music In The Parks in Ohio, our students also get to see the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra in concert. We also have a special band and orchestra students only Zap Zone lock in every year. We
also have had movie nights for our students.
Sports and Music:
There are many students who are involved in sports and music that are in our band and orchestra classes. These
students are involved in sports at Frost and/or sports outside of the school day. Students are s㍝�ll able to be in
band and orchestra without conﬂict of sports. You will receive a sports calendar and music calendar at the start
of the school year.
Large instruments:
If you play a larger instrument at Frost, in the orchestra, our cello and bass students may leave their instrument
at home and use a school instrument during the school day so you do not need to transport it back and forth. In

the band classes, we oﬀer tuba, baritone, baritone
saxophone, and some other large instruments that you can
use at school. It is based on ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served. We will
try to provide an extra one for home use/prac㍝�ce. Do not let
ﬁnancial reasons prevent you from making music! Contact
the music teacher.

7th Grade Sample Schedule:

8th Grade Sample Schedule:

*Many of our students like to take band or orchestra and take a foreign language like French or Spanish.
You may also take music and two other electives.

Frequently asked questions about scheduling:

Scheduling: YES, YOU CAN TAKE
BAND OR ORCHESTRA
AND STILL TAKE ELECTIVES!
*You will not miss the electives if you prolong it for one year. Read further..,

*Electives like Exploring Foods, Shop and others are a one semester class. Once you
take it for a semester, it is done.
*The elective classes (Exploring foods, shop, etc) are combined with both seventh and
eighth grade year.
*You will not miss the electives if you prolong it for one year.
*All seventh graders are required to take Physical Education / Health & Computers.
*There are five hours of exploring foods, art, shop, so chances of taking the class with a
friend are not very likely. In Band and Orchestra, you will be in the class with your
friends. However, do not let deciding to continue music in middle school be based on
friends.
*Band and Orchestra is a continued sequence from the sixth grade level. If you choose
to take other electives in seventh grade and come back to band or orchestra in eighth
grade, you will need to sign up for the seventh grade class.
*If your child would like to take a foreign language in eighth grade, we encourage
Spanish because it is easier to schedule music, Spanish and other classes in high
school.
*If you enjoy music, you should continue into seventh grade.
If you have any questions about our music program or scheduling questions,
please contact me at: mrais@livoniapublicschools.org
I want to make sure that your child is able to take band or orchestra, take other
electives, participate in sports without having to decide to take music or not. It
is possible and can be done.

For Parents:
What if I am not sure if I want my child to do
music in middle school?
Remember when your children wouldn’t eat the
food you made for them? You always said, “Try it
before you decide you don’t like it.” Music is the same way. Your child should sign up
for band or orchestra even if you or they are unsure. Our curriculum builds on what
your child learned from last year in sixth grade. Your child will still be able to take
electives at Frost middle school. Once a student stops learning and making music, they
tend to not come back to it.
What is band and orchestra classes like?
Our students tend to answer this as band or orchestra is their favorite class of the day.
Besides learning to play an instrument, playing in an ensemble and concerts; our music
students become part of a music family that grows into high school. We have our
annual lockin at Zap Zone, field trip to see the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, participate
in honors ensembles, take a trip to Cedar Point and perform at Music in the Parks,
perform with the high school ensembles, Skype with other school bands and orchestras,
have a holiday party before winter break, bring in guest music clinicians, and more!
What if I don’t know anything about music?
That’s ok! We will teach your child everything they need to know, step by step. From
how to assemble and care for the instrument to reading notes and rhythms, we will
guide your child through the process regardless of the level of their music skills. All that
is needed from you is an enthusiastic attitude and patient ears when your child comes
home and makes their first sounds.
How much out of school time is required?
Music is no different than any other curricular area. We ask that your child spend some
time with their instrument each and every week. Think of it as musical homework, but
much more fun. Students can even get together after school to practice what they learn
in class.

What are the costs of being in music?
The costs associated with music depend on which
instrument your child chooses and if you already
own an instrument. We have certain instruments
available for at school use. If not, you can rent a
quality instrument from a local music store at a
very reasonable price. If financial constraints
prevent you from being able to do this, please contact me and allow me to help. We
will not let instrument availability or financial constraints keep your child from
participating in learning music. We can provide instruments to use at school such as:
Bassoon, French Horn, Tenor Sax, Bari Sax, and Tuba.
*Electives like Exploring Foods, Shop and others are a one semester class. Once you
take it for a semester, it is done.
*The elective classes (Exploring foods, shop, etc) are combined with both seventh and
eighth grade year.
*You will not miss the electives if you prolong it for one year.
*All seventh graders are required to take Physical Education / Health & Computers.
*There are five hours of exploring foods, art, shop, so chances of taking the class with a
friend are not very likely. In Band and Orchestra, you will be in the class with your
friends. However, do not let deciding to continue music in middle school be based on
friends.
*Band and Orchestra is a continued sequence from the sixth grade level. If you choose
to take other electives in seventh grade and come back to band or orchestra in eighth
grade, you will need to sign up for the seventh grade class.
*If your child would like to take a foreign language in eighth grade, we encourage
Spanish because it is easier to schedule music, Spanish and other classes in high
school.
*If you enjoy music, you should continue into seventh grade.
If you have any questions about our music program or scheduling questions,
please contact me at: mrais@livoniapublicschools.org
I want to make sure that your child is able to take band or orchestra, take other
electives, participate in sports without having to decide to take music or not. It
is possible and can be done.

